
 

Bible Versions by Age and Life Stage 

 

1. Babies & Toddlers 

• Best Bible Version: "The Jesus Storybook Bible"  
o Why: Simple, colorful illustrations and engaging stories. Easy to understand for 

the youngest. 
o Features: Bible stories told with love and excitement, focusing on God’s great 

love for them. 

2. Young Children (Preschool to Elementary Age) 

• Best Bible Version: "The Beginner's Bible"  
o Why: Simple language with bright illustrations that captivate young minds. 
o Features: Easy-to-read Bible stories designed to teach children foundational 

biblical concepts. 

3. Older Children (Elementary to Middle School) 

• Best Bible Version: "NIRV (New International Reader’s Version)"  
o Why: Written in simple English for young readers while keeping the integrity of 

the Bible. 
o Features: Short, easy-to-understand sentences, making it great for kids learning 

to read. 

4. Teenagers (High Schoolers) 

• Best Bible Version: "NIV (New International Version)"  
o Why: A balance of accuracy and readability, making it accessible for teenagers. 
o Features: Modern, clear language, popular among teens and youth groups for 

study and devotionals. 

5. College Students (Young Adults) 

• Best Bible Version: "ESV (English Standard Version)"  
o Why: Known for its accuracy and readability, ideal for study and deepening faith. 
o Features: More formal and scholarly language, while still clear and 

understandable for young adults. 

6. Parents 



• Best Bible Version: "CSB (Christian Standard Bible) and/or NLT (New Living 
Translation)"  

o Why: A great balance between modern readability and faithfulness to the text. 
o Features: Clear, easy-to-read language, with study tools for parents wanting to 

dive deeper into Scripture. 

7. Parents new to faith: 

• Best Bible Version: "NLT (New Living Translation)"  
o Why: Simple, conversational language that's easy to read and understand, 

offering comfort and practical advice. 
o Features: Readable and relatable, especially helpful for those balancing family 

life and personal devotion. 

 

Summary of Bible Versions 

• For young children: "The Jesus Storybook Bible" or "The Beginner's Bible" 
• For older children and teens: NIRV or NIV 
• For deep study (adults): ESV or CSB 
• For comfort and practicality (single parents, busy families): NLT 

 

Tips for reading and understanding the KJV (King James Version: 

• Use a KJV Study Bible: Many KJV study Bibles include notes and explanations that can 
help clarify difficult words or passages. 

• Parallel Reading: Reading the KJV alongside a more modern translation (like the NIV 
or NLT) can help understand the meaning more clearly. 

• Focus on Meaning: Poetic and formal style can sometimes obscure the meaning, so it’s 
important to focus on understanding the message, not just the words. 

Other Children’ Youth Biblical books: 

Bible stories every Child should know: 

https://www.christianbook.com/bible-stories-every-child-should-know/kenneth-
taylor/9781913278427/pd/278427?en=google&event=SHOP&kw=children-0-
20%7C278427&p=1179710&utm_source=google&p=1229903&dv=c&cb_src=google&cb_typ=
shopping&cb_cmp=1331660377&cb_adg=50830939382&cb_kyw=&utm_medium=shopping&s
nav=GMERCH&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAneK8BhAVEiwAoy2HYVV5wRzsT4--
7nr3XFUEF-T-f-0tvddFmLmdY-5musEqcC7UhHgclxoCklwQAvD_BwE 
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ESV, Holy Bible for Kids: 

https://www.christianbook.com/esv-bible-kids-softcover-economy-
edition/9781433554711/pd/554711?event=PLACER1 

ABC The Bible WAY: 

https://www.amazon.com/ABC-Bible-Way-Tope-
Umah/dp/1735359017/ref=asc_df_1735359017?mcid=b6777623819b3c6281ea2ab1ae7e5670&t
ag=hyprod-
20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=693547762242&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=11107278379317072
774&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9009984&hvt
argid=pla-1445230968635&psc=1 

The Bible is Black History Children: 

https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Black-History-Childrens-
Children/dp/B084T2WLK4/ref=pd_bxgy_d_sccl_1/138-8581570-
0752509?pd_rd_w=jOr1M&content-id=amzn1.sym.53b72ea0-a439-4b9d-9319-
7c2ee5c88973&pf_rd_p=53b72ea0-a439-4b9d-9319-
7c2ee5c88973&pf_rd_r=YQY98V3SX6CS40YRC9QP&pd_rd_wg=lGiTg&pd_rd_r=74e3f6e2-
1d93-4398-876b-9db5077d55f8&pd_rd_i=B084T2WLK4&psc=1 

NIV, Bible for Teen guys: 

 https://www.amazon.com/NIV-Bible-Teen-Guys-Hardcover/dp/0310753066?source=ps-sl-
shoppingads-lpcontext&ref_=fplfs&psc=1&smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER&gQT=1 

The Action Bibe: 

https://www.amazon.com/The-Action-
Bible/dp/083077744X/ref=sr_1_3?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.3uDMU301BS1lNcWsprHnnUpBEIS2Rr9
zy2YJ1Gs4RogxkxiSt60T11RJAEpVsILc7qALuLxE3Kl1pA-
g5KgIXbkj_brcjgcEtCsxnnDDmMCYnKw2PY4pAPHULEEXIfBFMpMeusrbEfVpDl7IsaqUF0
57UZ3kEnphrvgNsHjtOlf06xc3jNf4v4ri6JMBiSIbXYihzh-
oY9xu6SMgkXjM_IshlhgJzptt_Xd5rldmWJU.m-
im6ZVinFGNeHxT4HS0FGkUs7KhtUiUHQLoSarF8xs&dib_tag=se&qid=1738086465&refine
ments=p_n_feature_seventeen_browse-bin%3A6581504011&s=books&sr=1-3 

Bible Promises for Parents of Children with Special Needs 

https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Promises-Parents-Children-
Special/dp/1496417275/ref=sr_1_7?crid=1NG78R0T8FJGV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.lmLFL89Uw2e
1SxTAeci832gfbhH3fWx_V_u1iQGjJZZNvaQmoKPdMxeE0H-DUkpCRj-
wGCM6G851yxymWRXCSgAvZdSyy-5m5COwJDpkJCauVn9gdGgd7btpw_xmLVII-
ofJfSFU-Nlvm4Vup7WxB1pkR3jV7-CsSW7vI-c3bM44Mpoq6Z86jO6-
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zwH8XNayc4UuBYZHMCof5dydnAhUL7KpdtWAQpa_Y7B29wqFhIU.tsXa-WQ7DzgRKJU-
kXP7VAf48YLMZIEryv1IgUIoCys&dib_tag=se&keywords=parents+bible&qid=1738086545&
s=books&sprefix=parents+bible%2Cstripbooks%2C108&sr=1-7 

How Love Loved Me: Carefully Adapted for Children with Autism, ADHD, and Dyslexia: 

https://www.amazon.com/How-Love-Loved-Me-
Carefully/dp/B0DFHBJBPQ/ref=sr_1_12?crid=2PLPQNWYXGHA0&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.IohdQ
_wArQrh0Zyu8nEMIrKg_8IBJHfALs3kT7qPTnhxuUfDZaXlFGpM54Gd-r6ug6m9-
Yr0C8tT06kAfUd-8plJfKguMeCAaoKvXT35zNtRs6zF5K_K3L3Rvvd_E-
D_XMTDjVOIg_RDvmZ7LurmfW7LI25Oyisakr4awTtJi50ACDC5GoGAA1cN5ySHi0eB2DT
bSUr_3QE_KYWawL6mvp5NfmwdOgrsEriXkps6HSs.P1wHipTC3hOALa9R0a31_bq1SHn09
z6GWUkzMtR4x6g&dib_tag=se&keywords=BIBLE+FOR+KIDS+WITH+SPECIAL+NEEDS
&qid=1738086634&s=books&sprefix=bible+for+kids+with+special+need%2Cstripbooks%2C1
11&sr=1-12 

The Married Couple's Bible Study:  

https://www.amazon.com/Married-Couples-Bible-Study-
Reflections/dp/B0BM3NMMYM/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=3QAQJC5GWWZ7D&dib=eyJ2IjoiMS
J9.mlLZSLtA3KInBNGoM_l1Rt58o9NgQkT_j7uQHND7nCzoRla514rmmp66fW3fydG6b-
6AWNtXIuG0PT0C7T2Ls_vRiQA6ARsSoSHwOj14_TDFDBW_JAuoxNUtdxkpB45LNRdsK
DtIEJNn2oIDM_Lioj0t2I5Kjvs_4YQ8qXHBDbboz6tyt8K-
irJQZCn1OBFP0zWdWvuanD55qb9cmLSA8uk9C8z6RvQqlCKOzRRk6QwrXZNOFKHOrF5I
1tw2QcBhCAutz0z9DD8kKf5uilS6XIUyOvTommbXdbFqMGS1RqY.JrsSc-
y3ZfKi6wFyy5V9uNlw4H9TB_hfo0yMkFSplgU&dib_tag=se&keywords=marriage+bible+stud
y+for+couples&qid=1738086768&s=books&sprefix=bible+for+marriage%2Cstripbooks%2C14
2&sr=1-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1 

Pray More, Fight Less: A Couple's Devotional: 

https://www.amazon.com/Pray-More-Fight-Less-
Communication/dp/0593435907?psc=1&pd_rd_w=efQY0&content-
id=amzn1.sym.ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-bb6f-bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_p=ea1d9533-fbb7-4608-
bb6f-
bfdceb6f6336&pf_rd_r=SZ5NVKRSNXPQY38J8NVS&pd_rd_wg=LP0PC&pd_rd_r=ab5
1cd71-8da0-4061-87d8-
87acdbb49e89&ref_=sspa_dk_detail_1&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWxfdGh
lbWF0aWM= 

Husband After God: 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/0986366706/ref=sspa_dk_detail_3?psc=1&pd_rd_i=0986366706&
pd_rd_w=69Vn3&content-id=amzn1.sym.8c2f9165-8e93-42a1-8313-
73d3809141a2&pf_rd_p=8c2f9165-8e93-42a1-8313-
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https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Promises-Parents-Children-Special/dp/1496417275/ref=sr_1_7?crid=1NG78R0T8FJGV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.lmLFL89Uw2e1SxTAeci832gfbhH3fWx_V_u1iQGjJZZNvaQmoKPdMxeE0H-DUkpCRj-wGCM6G851yxymWRXCSgAvZdSyy-5m5COwJDpkJCauVn9gdGgd7btpw_xmLVII-ofJfSFU-Nlvm4Vup7WxB1pkR3jV7-CsSW7vI-c3bM44Mpoq6Z86jO6-zwH8XNayc4UuBYZHMCof5dydnAhUL7KpdtWAQpa_Y7B29wqFhIU.tsXa-WQ7DzgRKJU-kXP7VAf48YLMZIEryv1IgUIoCys&dib_tag=se&keywords=parents+bible&qid=1738086545&s=books&sprefix=parents+bible%2Cstripbooks%2C108&sr=1-7
https://www.amazon.com/How-Love-Loved-Me-Carefully/dp/B0DFHBJBPQ/ref=sr_1_12?crid=2PLPQNWYXGHA0&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.IohdQ_wArQrh0Zyu8nEMIrKg_8IBJHfALs3kT7qPTnhxuUfDZaXlFGpM54Gd-r6ug6m9-Yr0C8tT06kAfUd-8plJfKguMeCAaoKvXT35zNtRs6zF5K_K3L3Rvvd_E-D_XMTDjVOIg_RDvmZ7LurmfW7LI25Oyisakr4awTtJi50ACDC5GoGAA1cN5ySHi0eB2DTbSUr_3QE_KYWawL6mvp5NfmwdOgrsEriXkps6HSs.P1wHipTC3hOALa9R0a31_bq1SHn09z6GWUkzMtR4x6g&dib_tag=se&keywords=BIBLE+FOR+KIDS+WITH+SPECIAL+NEEDS&qid=1738086634&s=books&sprefix=bible+for+kids+with+special+need%2Cstripbooks%2C111&sr=1-12
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